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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDSs) submitted on 16 June 2005 and 22 
September 2005 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, 
the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the longitudinally 
extending cord member, dots, short sections, weakening section, groove must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner. 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 
Claims 7 and 9 are objected to for the following reason: 
Claims 7 and 9 recite the limitation "the end portion" in lines 2-3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 4,543,753 to Sonneborn et al. in view of U.S. Patent 6,401,402 to 
Williams. 

As to claim 1, Sonneborn et al. disclose a sheet flashing member (see marked 
figure) comprising a sheet section (see marked figure) defining a plane and including a 
main portion (see marked figure) as well as first and second comer segments (see 
marked figure), the main portion extending along a portion of a roof penetrating 
structure and the comer segments extending along other portions of the roof penetrating 
structure perpendicularly to the main portion, and at least one flange (see marked 
figure) arranged at an angle relative to the plane of the sheet section and adapted to 
engage a surface of a roof penetrating building structure. 
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Sonneborn et al. do not disclose tliat at least one of said comer segments at a 
surface thereof comprises at least one indication indicating a pattern, such that at least 
a part of the sheet section may be separated from the remaining part of the flashing 
member along the indications in order to transform the respective comer segment from 
an initial state to a transformed state. 

Williams discloses a flashing sheet member (Fig. 1) wherein a corner segment at 
least one indication (30) indicating a pattern, such that at least a part of the sheet 
section may be separated (removed from the plane 25H, as shown in Fig. 3) from the 
remaining part of the flashing member along the indications in order to transform the 
respective comer segment from an initial state to a transformed state. 

In view of Williams, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have formed the flashing member of 
Sonneborn et al. with the indication of Williams, as folding a sheet element from a flat 
form into a separable form is a well-known means of forming a multi-plane element. 

As to claim 2, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 1 , wherein each said indication comprises a visual 
indication in the shape of at least one longitudinally extending line or a longitudinally 
extending row of dots, short sections etc (shown in Williams, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 3, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 1 , wherein each said indication comprises a weakening 
section (Williams, lines 62-65, col. 3). 
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As to claim 4, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 3, wherein said weakening sections includes at least one 
groove (Williams, lines 62-65, col. 3). 

As to claim 5, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 4, wherein said groove is formed by depression (Williams, 
lines 62-65, col. 3). 

As to claim 5, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined In claim 3, wherein said weakening sections comprise a 
longitudinally extending cord member (Williams, 28, 29, 30, Fig. 1 ) accommodated in 
the comer segment. 

As to claim 7, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 1 , wherein the pattern defines one or more indications 
(Williams, 28, 29, 30, Fig. 1) delimiting an area (Williams, area between 29, 30) of the 
end portion which, when separation has taken place, thereby can be removed (section 
is capable of being removed without affecting connection between flanges 25U and 
25J). 

As to claim 8, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 1 , wherein the sheet section has a general longitudinal 
orientation, the pattern defining at least one indication (30) arranged at an oblique angle 
relative to the general longitudinal orientation, the oblique indication being directly or 

indirectly connected to a free edge of the sheet section (shown in Williams, Fig. 1 ). 
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As to claim 9, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 1 , wherein the sheet section includes a main portion (see 
marked figure) and the first and second end portions define first and second comer 
segments (see marked figure), the main portion comprising an upstanding flange (see 
marked figure) and the first and second comer segments comprising first and second 
flanges (see marked figure) arranged substantially perpendicularly to the upstanding 
flange, the flanges being adapted to engage a longitudinal surface portion of a roof 
penetrating building structure as well as its associated comer portions. 

As to claim 10, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 9, comprising a skirt element (see marked figure) which can 
be adapted to engage an upper roof surface. 

As to claim 11, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 9, wherein the first comer segment comprises an indication 
(see marked figure) arranged across the width thereof and generally perpendicularly to 
the general longitudinal orientation, and wherein the second comer segment comprises 
first and second indications (Williams, 28, 29, Fig. 1) defining a portion, and a third 
indication (Williams, 30, Fig. 1) arranged at an oblique angle relative to the general 
longitudinal orientation and connected to said portion. 

As to claim 12, Sonneborn et al., in view of Williams, disclose a sheet flashing 
member as defined in claim 10, wherein the first comer segment comprises an 
indication ((see marked figure) arranged across the width thereof and generally 
perpendicularly to the general longitudinal orientation, and wherein the second comer 
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segment comprises first and second indications (Williams, 28, 29, Fig. 1) defining a 
portion, and a third indication (Williams, 30, Fig. 1) arranged at an oblique angle relative 
to the general longitudinal orientation and connected to said portion. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNTER M. DREIDAME whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Canfield can be reached on (571 )272-6840. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hunter M Dreidame/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3633 
/Robert J Canfield/ 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



